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The Wirra Wirra winery is full of McLaren Vale 
landmarks, from the giant post and rail fence ‘Woodhenge’ as 
you drive in, to the giant catapult that can sometimes be spotted 
adjacent to the car park, to the lofty Angelus bell, which tolls at 
the beginning of each vintage.

It’s also home to some of McLaren Vale’s most famous wines, 
including the much loved Church Block, a Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Shiraz and Merlot blend that has a permanent place on many 
Aussie dining room tables. 
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Wine is serious, but life is fun
Winemakers Samantha Connew, Paul Smith and James Rouse.

And while Wirra Wirra is a place where wine is taken 
seriously, it’s also a place where the joy of living life is paramount. 
This philosophy has been handed down from founder of the 
modern era of Wirra Wirra, Greg Trott, to the current team which 
consists of the internationally renowned winemaker Samantha 
Connew and managing director Andrew Kay.

“While Greg Trott had a love of and great passion for wine, 
he also supported the arts and he fanatically supported cricket, 
so we’ve tried to capture the essence of the man in the winery,” 
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bad wine a second sip. You must be serious about quality, 
dedicated to your task in life, especially winemaking, but this 
should all be fun!”

Address: McMurtrie Road, McLaren Vale 
Opening hours: 10am to 5pm Mon to Sat, 11am to 5pm Sun
Phone: (08) 8323 8414
Website: www.wirrawirra.com

Andrew said. Greg Trott passed away in 2005 on Saturday 
March 5—the day marked by the ringing of the Angelus Bell 70 
times to spread the sad news.

Wirra Wirra, which is Aboriginal for ‘amongst the gum 
trees’, was originally built in 1894, and by 1903 was 
producing substantial quantities of wine. It was established 
by Robert Strangways Wigley, one of McLaren Vale’s true 
characters. RSW was a state cricketer and a well known 
eccentric, who at one time hijacked the famous Adelaide pie 
cart and towed it by horse into Adelaide Town Hall. 

RSW passed away in the 1920s and in 1963 the vineyards 
were sold by his family and the cellars fell into disuse. In 1969 
the winery was bought by cousins Greg and Roger Trott. 

Greg spent the next five years patiently rebuilding the winery 
from the two remaining walls and some slate fermenting tanks, 
based on a photograph of the original cellars.

In 2004 a new cellar door was built using local Kangarilla 
ironstone and recycled timbers, to work in harmony with the 
winery. The cellar door has a wide range of wines on tasting, 
including the cellar door only range known as Sparrow’s Lodge, 
and favourites such as Church Block.

Samantha Connew, who was named international red 
winemaker of the year in 2007 at arguably the world’s most 
prestigious wine awards, the International Wine Challenge in 
London, said it was only through being adventurous in both 
the vineyard and the winery that winemakers could challenge 
themselves to transform good wines into great ones. 

“Winemaking is an ongoing learning process, where 
experimentation is a constant part of the process and, indeed, 
part of the fun!” she said. 

Wirra Wirra’s 2004 The Angelus Cabernet Sauvignon 
sealed Ms Connew’s victory at the International Wine 
Challenge. In a victory for McLaren Vale, the ‘04 Angelus was 
made solely from McLaren Vale Cabernet grapes for the first 
time. It was previously blended with fruit from Coonawarra. 

Wirra Wirra has received countless awards over its long 
history, and one of Australia’s most well known wine writers 
James Halliday had this to say about the company: “Wirra 
Wirra has established a formidable reputation for its wines. 
Right across the board, the wines are of exemplary character, 
quality and style.”

It’s a testament to Greg Trott who founded Wirra Wirra to 
celebrate the finer things in life—good friends, fine food, lively 
conversation, wonderful music and, of course, great wine. He 
was famous for saying, ‘Never give misery an even break not 

“ W h i l e  G re g  Tro t t  h a d  a  l o v e  o f 
a n d  g re a t  p a s s i o n  f o r  w i n e ,  h e 
a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  a r t s  a n d  h e 

f a n a t i ca l l y  s u p p o r t e d  c r i ck e t ,  s o 
w e’v e  t r i e d  t o  ca p t u re  t h e  e s s e n ce 

o f  t h e  m a n  i n  t h e  w i n e r y .”

Wirra Wirra

Tristan Bryant and Hayley Godfrey.


