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Wirra Wirra’s water saving recognized by Federal grant
Monday 11 December 2006
Leading McLaren Vale wine producer Wirra Wirra Vineyards has become one of the first South Australian wine businesses to receive a $40,000 Community Water Grant from the Federal Government. 


This will provide a major boost to Wirra Wirra’s advanced water conservation program, which already sees 100% of winery wastewater (six million litres) treated and recycled on site for vineyard irrigation.
The grant of more than $40,000 will assist in installing a three million litre dam, which will store recycled water at the winery.  This will allow a timely application of water to the vineyard, ensuring less water is pumped from the Willunga aquifer, which is stressed and under prescription. 

“We see our winemaking as interacting with the environment and continually evolving.  The grant is an acknowledgment that our program is driving smarter water usage in the wine industry,” said Samantha Connew, Senior Winemaker Wirra Wirra Vineyards.
The Community Water Grant scheme offers assistance to community organizations to save, recycle or improve the health of local water resources.
The dam is the latest in a raft of water conservation initiatives that Wirra Wirra has implemented in recent years as part of its ongoing commitment to environmental sustainability. These efforts have seen the winery recognized and awarded for Water Conservation (KESAB) and Water Catchment (Onkaparinga Water Catchment Mgt Board).

Winemaker Samantha Connew said that the latest result was very exciting for the winery. 
“Wirra Wirra has been a fixture of the McLaren Vale region for nearly 40 years, our plan is to work with the environment to make sure we’re here for the next 40 and beyond.”
Existing Wirra Wirra water conservation initiatives include:

· 100% of winery wastewater (6ML per annum) is treated and recycled for irrigating vineyards 

· Soil moisture probes are installed in the vineyards to better control our need for irrigation, leading to substantial water savings 

· One 250,000 litre rainwater tank has been built underground to use for lawn and garden irrigation 

· Timers have been installed on the barrel washers to minimize water usage 

· As part of their induction and ongoing training staff are educated to be water-conscious and seek to control water usage whenever possible
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For further information, please contact:
· Dan Holland, 02 9699 1477 / 0405 102 314 or danholland@liquidideas.com.au

· Samantha Connew on 0408 173 335 or sconnew@wirra.com.au or Tim James on 0418 847 900
