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Will Wirra Wirra’s Angelus be silenced in the Battle of the Bells?
March 7, 2005

It’s on again. Another Australian wine is under threat due to its name – Wirra Wirra’s The Angelus, made by the popular McLaren Vale winery since 1989, is having legal pressure applied to it by the historic French winery, Chateau Angelus in Bordeaux.

It seems the French are upset because the multiple trophy winning Aussie red is having a little too much success in, of all places, Chateau Angelus’ own backyard.

It seems the connections of Chateau Angelus were more than happy to allow the small Aussie winery to sell its wine without fear for 15 years, but when the Wirra Wirra wine was added to the wine lists of a prestigious Michelin-starred restaurant in Bordeaux and a local fine wine retailer, things suddenly turned sour.

A letter was sent between lawyers and the Battle of the historic Bells began.

In the blue corner is Chateau Angelus, a well regarded 1er Grand Cru Classe wine from St Emilion, made from merlot and cabernet franc. The Angelus name derives from a particularly ancient plot of vineyard, from which the men tending the vines were able to hear the angelus bells ringing out from all three of the village churches. Chateau Angelus is one of the most famous wines of France, with a history dating back 150 years and sells around the globe for around $AUS400 per bottle.
In the red corner is Wirra Wirra The Angelus, a wine that has built a reputation for classic Australian cabernet sauvignon on the back of the best McLaren Vale and Coonawarra fruit available since 1989. Its name is taken from the 3/4 tonne Angelus bell at Wirra Wirra that is rung to celebrate the commencement of each McLaren Vale vintage. The Angelus has been well reviewed across Australia and the globe, with the current 2001 vintage receiving high praise from leading wine writers.

Wirra Wirra Managing Director Tim James says the circumstances of the argument are not entirely surprising.

“It is never nice to receive letters like this, but sadly in the age of global expansion it is going to happen. While our wines are essentially named after the same thing, I think they are clearly different. Our Angelus sells for $48, Chateau Angelus sells for about $400, the labels look nothing alike, they’re from different parts of the world and are made from different varieties . . . would you get confused?”

“In a legal sense we are guilty – after all we never took out global copyright on the name, as such it looks like we will be renaming The Angelus for the international market, but keeping the status quo in Australia.”

With the release of the highly anticipated 2002 vintage, Wirra Wirra The Angelus will be sold under two names. In Australia it will remain as Wirra Wirra The Angelus Cabernet Sauvignon. In the rest of the world it will be renamed Wirra Wirra Dead Ringer Cabernet Sauvignon. Dead Ringer was chosen for the international market to convey that it is exactly the same wine, just with a different name.

Wirra Wirra Dead Ringer will be available in 15 countries including; France, New Zealand, UK, USA, China, Singapore, Switzerland and Sweden. Wirra Wirra The Angelus will be available in one; Australia.

Wirra Wirra is distributed nationally by Negociants Australia and by Tucker Seabrook in the NT.
Suggested retail price:

· Wirra Wirra The Angelus 2001  $48 - 50 
For further information please contact:

· Tim James at Wirra Wirra on 08 8323 8414 or tjames@wirra.com.au
· Nick Morris, Liquid Ideas on 02 9280 1344 or nickmorris@liquidideas.com.au
Wirra Wirra is an aboriginal name meaning “amongst the gums”. The winery was established in 1894 by Robert Strangways Wigley (RSW) who then proceeded to plant vineyards. In 1969 the winery, by then virtually a derelict building and the surrounding seven acres were bought by cousins Greg and Roger Trott and the Wirra Wirra renaissance had begun. Today Wirra Wirra is one of Australia’s leading wineries with a reputation for intense, beautifully crafted red wines and expressive and fine whites. The Wirra Wirra ironstone cellars in McLaren Vale also features the Angelus – a ¾ tonne bell that is rung to signal the start of each vintage in the region and also to celebrate other noteworthy events. www.wirra.com.au.

Dead ringer, meaning a perfect likeness


